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In addition to their many professional 
achievements, German Americans have in-
fluenced American culture. From Christmas 
trees to kindergartens, the United States has 
adopted many German traditions and institu-
tions. By celebrating and sharing their cus-
toms and traditions, German Americans help 
to preserve their rich heritage and enhance 
the cultural diversity of our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2003, 
as German-American Day. I encourage all 
Americans to recognize the contributions to 
the liberty and prosperity of the United 
States of our citizens of German descent. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this third day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 7, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 8. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 4, 2003

Good morning. This weekend in Iraq, 750 
Iraqi citizens completed their military train-
ing and became the first battalion of the new 
Iraqi Army. For decades, Iraq’s army served 
the interests of a dictator. Today, a new army 
is serving the Iraqi people. And less than a 
year from now, Iraq will have a 40,000-mem-
ber military force, trained and dedicated to 
protecting their fellow citizens. 

Our coalition is helping to train and equip 
Iraq’s new army so that Iraqis can take over 
border protection and other security duties 
as soon as possible. Soldiers in the new bat-
talion join more than 80,000 other Iraqis who 
are defending their country’s security. Iraq 
now has a Civil Defense Corps of nearly 
2,500, a border guard force of 4,700, and a 

facility protection service of over 12,000. And 
more than half of the Iraqis under arms are 
police officers, instructed by professionals 
like New York City’s outstanding former po-
lice chief, Bernard Kerik. Iraq’s neighbor, 
Jordan, has announced that it will help Iraq 
train additional police officers. 

For three decades, the police in Iraq were 
the feared enforcers of a dictatorship. Now 
Iraq’s new police are enforcing the just laws 
of an emerging democracy. Already the Iraqi 
police are assuming greater responsibility 
and greater risks. This week, Iraqi officers 
aided a series of joint raids by American 
troops, leading to the arrest of more than 
50 suspected criminals and terrorists. We’re 
on the offensive against the desperate hold-
outs and Saddam loyalists who oppose 
progress in Iraq. The free nation we are help-
ing to build will be free of them. 

The United States is standing with the 
Iraqi people as they move toward self-gov-
ernment. My wartime funding request to 
Congress includes more than $5 billion to 
help the people of Iraq take responsibility 
for their own security. These funds will be 
used to prepare the Iraqi Army, to train pub-
lic safety and emergency personnel, and to 
establish a fair and effective judicial system. 

Greater security is essential to Iraq’s fu-
ture. A secure Iraq will protect the nation’s 
schools and the hospitals that are opening 
and the roads that are being built and the 
water and power facilities we are repairing. 
Across Iraq, our coalition is turning over re-
sponsibility to the future leaders of that 
country. Those leaders include women. Just 
this weekend, a conference is being held at 
the University of Babylon to affirm the vital 
role of women in the Iraqi society. 

The transition to self-government is a com-
plicated process, because it takes time to 
build trust and hope after decades of oppres-
sion and fear. Yet we are making steady 
progress, and we will keep our promise to 
fully return Iraq’s Government to Iraq’s peo-
ple as soon as possible. 

The men and women of our coalition have 
shown bravery and skill and compassion in 
Iraq. And they know their mission. They 
know that we are fighting terrorists in Iraq 
so that we will not have to face them and 
fight them in the streets of our own cities. 
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Our forces know that a secure and sovereign 
Iraq will be a setback for terrorists and an 
inspiration to all who dream of freedom in 
the Middle East. And the world can be cer-
tain, this essential mission in the war on ter-
ror will be completed. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:27 a.m. 
on October 2 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 4. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 3 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his re-
marks, the President referred to former President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in 
Haifa, Israel 

October 4, 2003

I condemn unequivocally the vicious act 
of terrorism committed today in Haifa, Israel. 

This murderous action, aimed at families 
gathered to enjoy a Sabbath lunch, killed and 
injured dozens of men, women, and children. 

This despicable attack underscores once 
again the responsibility of Palestinian au-
thorities to fight terror, which remains the 
foremost obstacle to achieving the vision of 
two states living side by side in peace and 
security. The new Palestinian Cabinet must 
dedicate itself to dismantling the infrastruc-
ture of terror and preventing the kind of 
murderous actions that we witnessed today. 

The American people join me in express-
ing condolences to Prime Minister Sharon 
and all the people of Israel and in reiterating 
our common dedication to the cause of fight-
ing terrorism.

Message on the Observance of 
Yom Kippur, 5764

October 5, 2003

In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He 
shall direct thy paths. 

Proverbs 3:6

Yom Kippur is a time for people of the 
Jewish faith to draw near to God and seek 
His forgiveness through repentance and 
prayer. For Jews in the United States and 
around the world, this day marks the end of 
the High Holy Days and the sealing of God’s 
judgment in the books of life. May you find 
hope and comfort in remembering the les-
sons of Jonah, the power of prayer, and the 
mercy of the Almighty. 

Faith plays an important role in the lives 
of many Americans, offering strength and 
guidance for the challenges of each new day. 
As you renew your commitment to your faith 
and family on this holy day, may your actions 
reflect a compassionate spirit, and may you 
be inscribed and sealed for a good year and 
long life. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes 
for a blessed Yom Kippur. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Mwai Kibaki of Kenya 
October 6, 2003

President Bush. Mr. President, Madam 
First Lady, members of the Kenyan delega-
tion, on behalf of the American people, 
Laura and I are pleased to welcome you to 
the United States. This is the first state visit 
by the leader of an African country during 
my administration and the first visit of Presi-
dent Kibaki since his historic election last 
year. 

Under President Kibaki’s leadership, 
Kenya is pursuing important reforms and 
making the difficult and necessary and re-
warding transition to permanent, multiparty 
democracy. Mr. President, your courage 
serves the Kenyan people well, and you 
honor the American people with your visit. 

Kenya is a nation of rich traditions and an-
cient history. The Great Rift Valley, which 
runs through Eastern Kenya from Lake Ru-
dolf to Lake Victoria, is known as the ‘‘cradle 
of civilization.’’ The story of Kenya is insepa-
rable from the story of mankind. And out 
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